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CCSD Unveils Plans for COVID-19 Rapid Testing 

Chester County, SC (01/19/21): Chester County School District will administer rapid COVID-19 tests for 
students and staff beginning on January 19, 2021. This comes after federal and state officials 
allocated test kits to all school districts in South Carolina.   

District school nurses will screen any staff member or student who is showing symptoms of the virus to 
determine if rapid testing is recommended. Parent/guardian approval MUST be obtained and 
documented prior to a student receiving the test. Nurses will provide appointment times and 
instructions for anyone receiving the test. All tests will be administered in a central district site. Students 
must also be accompanied by their legal parent/guardian while receiving the test. 

Results are available in approximately 15 minutes, which will allow for immediate diagnosis. This is ideal, 
especially in the event of a positive case, as isolation and contact tracing can begin sooner, thus 
minimizing the risk of spreading the virus. If a student showing symptoms of COVID-19 receives a 
negative test result, parents/guardians may be encouraged to seek additional attention from their 
healthcare provider in order to determine the cause.  

The Chester County School District reminds everyone that the tests are not intended to replace 
consistent use of infection control measures such as social distancing, hand hygiene, or the use of facial 
coverings.  

“These tests will allow our nurses to quickly identify and diagnose any possible case of COVID-19 
in students or staff who develop symptoms during the school day,” said CCSD Superintendent Dr. 
Antwon Sutton. “We will continue to urge staff to stay home if you are feeling ill, and for parents to 
please keep their children home if they are showing symptoms.” 

Further information can be reviewed on the District’s website or from DHEC. Parents/guardians 
should contact their school nurse if they have any additional questions on testing.  
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